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Spring 2019

WCSA AlumNEWS
Students spent the semester working in groups to
research barn quilts and to plan and paint their designs.

STITCH IN TIME:
UMN MORRIS STUDENTS
CELEBRATE CAMPUS HISTORY
WITH BARN QUILT PROJECT

First-year students in Professor Julia Dabbs’s
intellectual community course have crafted a new way to
celebrate campus history. The students have created a
set of three barn quilts to display on campus, each one
representing an era of the school’s history.
The campus community was invited to create the quilts
by the Stevens Community Historical Society as part of
the Stevens County Barn Quilt Trail. Dabbs jumped at the
chance to involve her students in the community-building
opportunity, and designed a fall course around it.
“I have always loved quilts, and color, and public art,
and this was a perfect combination of all three,” she says.
“I thought it would be a great way for UMN Morris to
form this colorful new connection with the community.”
The barn quilts were unveiled earlier this spring and
were featured in an episode of Prairie Yard and Garden. They
will be mounted on the south side of the Seed Barn,
facing the North Parking Lot.
You can see the barn quilts when you join
your fellow Aggies on campus at the 2019 All-School
Reunion: Friday, July 19. For more details
and an event schedule, keep reading!

The quilt honoring the WCSA era depicts stylized
wheat and corn, growing in the rich west central
Minnesota soil. Though barn quilts are painted on
a sturdy backing of weather-resistant wood, they
maintain the geometric simplicity of traditional
pieced-fabric quilts and use bright, contrasting
colors to enhance visibility at a distance.
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The plan for displaying the barn quilts calls for the
University of Minnesota Morris (I) quilt to be hung
on point between and slightly above the American
Indian Boarding School (2) and WCSA (3)
quilts, showing how the present builds on and is
informed by the past on this campus. Join us to
celebrate the unveiling of the quilts Thursday, May 2,
at 4:15 p.m. in the North Parking Lot.

GREETINGS FROM COORDINATOR OF ALUMNI RELATIONS KAITLYN MCBRADY ’13
Though the first day of spring has arrived, we still have quite a bit of
snow on the ground. I am looking forward to seeing you all in warmer
months and hope to welcome many of you back to campus in May or
July for the WCSA alumni gatherings. If you’re available, please plan
to join us at the annual WCSA Alumni Garden planting on Thursday,
May 23, or the All-School Summer Reunion on Friday, July 19. The
Friday date for the reunion went so well last year. As we had one of our
highest attendance numbers in many years, we are planning for a Friday
again this year. Many classes will celebrate special reunions. See page 10
for more information. I hope you can join us! I have enjoyed visiting
with many Aggies over these last few months. Thank you to all of you
who call or email to say hello. It’s always such a pleasure to visit with
you. Please contact me at any time at 320-589-6396 or kmcbrady@
morris.umn.edu.

GREETINGS FROM ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
TOM PAYNE ’60
As I write this letter in
late February from Mesa,
Arizona, winter is raging
in the north land. At the
May board meeting we will
finish plans for Friday,
July 19, reunion (mark
your calendar).

JOAN T.A. GABEL
APPOINTED 17TH
UNIVERSITY OF
MINNESOTA PRESIDENT

The UMN Board of Regents appointed Joan
T.A. Gabel, vice president for academic affairs
and provost at the University of South Carolina, as
the University’s 17th President—the first woman in
University history to hold its highest office. Raised
in Atlanta, Gabel earned her bachelor’s degree in
philosophy from Haverford College in Pennsylvania
and her juris doctor from the University of Georgia.
UMN President Eric Kaler will remain in office until
June 30; the presidency is officially transitioned to
Gabel on July 1.
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It is now some 116 years since the first students
graduated from West Central school. I have
to wonder how much it cost to go to WCSA in
1910. The 1959–60 cost listed in the bulletin was
$157.50 per term. It took 208 credits to graduate.
There was room for 100 girls and 225 boys;
3,700 students attended over the last 50 years and
have used their educations in many vocations. An
average of 74 students graduated each year.
As we come together each year to celebrate this
institution that we all share, we carry forward the
legacy that is ours to celebrate. How fortunate we
were to have had the opportunity to have attended
this school.
On West Central, keep up all your pep!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 23
9 a.m.
WCSA ALUMNI GARDEN PLANTING
Immediately following
garden planting
WCSA ALUMNI BOARD
OF DIRECTORS MEETING

WCSA Arizona Gathering 2019
More than 30 Aggies, spouses, and friends gathered at the View Point
RV and Golf Resort in Mesa, Arizona, on February 11 for the annual
WCSA Arizona reunion and dinner.
Row 1: Cliff Swift ’46, Carl Larson ’59, Rick Storck ’55, Kermit
Stahn ’53, Ardean Hauschild ’53
Row 2: Alden Ellingson ’56, Bob Torkelson ’55, Ruby Sivertson
Torkelson ’56, LaVonne Van Wechel Fischer ’56
Row 3: Phil Brunner ’56, Ted Storck ’54, Orlan Kvistero ’60,
Tom Payne ’60, Dennis Stock ’57, Francis Sykora ’57. Not
pictured: Harvey Hawes ’49.

July 19
noon
WCSA ALL-SCHOOL
SUMMER REUNION
February 10
10 a.m.
ARIZONA WCSA
ALL-SCHOOL WINTER REUNION*
February 19
11 a.m.
TEXAS REUNION**

SAVE-THE-DATE FOR 2020 WCSA
WINTER GATHERINGS IN WARM PLACES!
Whether you are a year-round resident of
Texas or Arizona, a winter snowbird, or a visitor
to the Southwest, you are invited to attend
these West Central School of Agriculture Alumni
Association warm-weather get-togethers.

WCSA Texas Reunion 2019
The 2019 WCSA Texas Reunion was held at Gatti’s in
McAllen, Texas.
Attending from left to right: LaVonne Schmock
Dupree ’59, Russ Erlandson ’54, Donald Lende ’62,
Allen Albertson ’56, Charlie Dupree ’54, Barb
Jorgensen Albertson ’57, Gary Peterson ’56, Loren
Maahs ’56, and Rollie Revering ’59.

*Arizona—February 10
The Arizona WCSA All-School Winter Reunion is
planned for Monday, February 10, 2020. Gather
at 10 a.m. for conversation and a noon meal at the
ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort (8700 East University
Drive, Mesa, AZ 85207). All are welcome. To make
your reservation, contact Ardean Hauschild ’53 at
azdlph@gmail.com or 480-373-1444. Please do
attend if you make a reservation, as the resort
charges for them.
**Texas—February 19
The 2020 Texas Reunion will be held on Wednesday,
February 19, 2020, at 11 a.m. at Gatti’s Pizza (4100
North Second Street, McAllen, TX 78504). All WCSA
alumni welcome. For more information, call LaVonne
Dupree ’59 at 701-640-4991.
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In Your Words

AGGIES SHARE MEMORIES FROM THEIR DAYS AT WCSA

JERRY KOOSMAN ’60 RECALLS HIS DECISION
TO ATTEND THE WCSA—AND HOW HE FOUND
A WAY TO PAY FOR IT!
“What are you talking about, Dad? You want me to
go to ag school and pay my own way?” That is the topic
we talked about one Saturday morning while cleaning
the barn. I was 13 and expecting to go to our local high
school in Appleton. My older sister and brother had
gone to ag school and loved it; but why me? Well, my
brother had just gotten married and was now living on
his own rented farm. Dad explained that he needed me
to help with the planting in the spring and the harvesting
in the fall, and if I went to ag school, I could do that
(school started in early October and ended in March).
“Great,” I thought, “over two months less school.”
Who wouldn’t want to do that? He said there is one
more thing: it cost money to attend ag school, and I
would have to flip the cost. I thought, “Whoa there a
second. I don’t have the money to do that.” He said,
“Well, you can rent the 80 acres your brother used to
pay his way through ag school. You can then rent the
equipment from me to farm it along with the other
money you make hiring out to the neighbors.”

This photo of Spooner Hall in 1959 shows a few cars
parked out front. Is one of them the 1955 Custom
Ford Jerry Koosman ’60 mentions in his story?
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This was getting a little deep for me! I had been
saving up to buy a car when I turned 16, but now that
money was going to be used to pay for ag school? Dad
said he would loan me the money to buy a car when the
time came. I worked through the summer helping him
and hiring out to my uncles and neighbors hauling
bales, cleaning out steer sheds, shelling corn, etc. My
grandpa even hired me to help him with the telephone
lines in our area, climbing poles, replacing glass
insulators. Most of the time they fed me like a king,
and I loved it.
Well, time went by, and now it was getting close to
the time school started. I bought a 1955 six-cylinder
Custom Ford for $500 with a bank loan that my dad
co-signed for, and my parents bought me some new
clothes—I was a stud! At first I was a very shy kid. I
roomed with David Krenz ’60 and Roy Tonn ’60 on
the top floor of Spooner Hall. As time went on, I loved
the classes. Dormitory life was a new adventure, and I
made many lifetime friends. I was able to pay my way
for the next three years, and looking back on it all now,
I wouldn’t change a thing.

TED STORCK ’54 RECALLS A CHEMISTRY
CLASS IN AG HALL
The professor said, “Don’t mix any chemicals until
I approved of the mixture.” Well, being a freshman,
I did not listen, and I mixed something that was not
approved. Boom: chemicals flew upwards and came
down, wiping out the entire front of my letter jacket
and shirt. I looked, but the teacher had not noticed,
nor heard the sound. I slipped out of class, went back
to the dorm, changed shirts, got a new jacket, and
returned to class without him ever knowing. Lucky me.

CLASS NOTES

David Kill ’60, above, continues to use his knowledge
and resources by maintaining the local irrigation
system in his townhome complex. Even after seven
years of retirement, Dave still finds enjoyment in
working with Gould Water Technology, where he was a
territory and commercial business manager.
A Poem about Reunion

We gather here, a class once more.
To reminisce, like years before,
upon the days and joys we knew
before our school-aged time was through.
Yet, as we meet, with memories near,
we think of those, we will always hold dear.
Our friends and classmates who passed away.
Until that hour, we join again
an empty chair, we will maintain.
In honor of the life-long bond, we
forged with those now passed beyond.
We will hold these classmates in our
heart forever…
As the CLASS OF 1960 gathers year after year.
—Submitted by Tom Payne ’60

Aggies got together in Mission, Texas, in December to
celebrate the 80th birthdays of Loren Maahs ’56 and
Gary Pedersen ’56.
Pictured: Al Albertson ’56, Barb Jorgensen
Albertson ’57, Lavonne Schmock Dupree ’59,
Charlie Dupree ’54, Russ Erlandson ’54, Carol
Dewey-Erlandson ’55, Jim Dewey ’54, Loren
Maahs ’56, Orla Maahs, Doug Glesne ’56, Ardis
Knight, Gary Peterson ’56, and Marilyn Rolf.
CLASS NEWS AND “IN YOUR WORDS”
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so please send us
your updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call, or send us an
email about your careers, families, travels, hobbies, activities,
and WCSA memories. We will include your news in the next
AlumnNEWS. The deadline for submission is August 15, 2019.
FUNDING FOR ALUMNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank you to those who have
given in the past—we appreciate your support! Checks to fund
AlumNEWS can be made payable to the University of Minnesota
Morris and sent to the address below.

ALUMNEWS ONLINE
WCSA AlumNEWS—along with WCSA photos and history—is
available online at alumni.morris.umn.edu/wcsa-alumniassociation. If you would prefer to access the newsletter
exclusively online, please contact us to request that your name
be removed from the conventional mailing list.
AlumNEWS is published by the University of Minnesota Morris.
It is available in alternative formats upon request.
Class news, donations, comments, corrections,
and questions may be directed to:
Kaitlyn Slieter McBrady ’13
Coordinator of Alumni Relations
University of Minnesota Morris
Welcome Center, 600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6396 or kmcbrady@morris.umn.edu
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FONDLY REMEMBERED
Earl D. Bedsted ’40, Arroyo Grande, California,
passed away in May 2018. Earl was born and raised near
Russell. He served in World War II for three and a half
years; Earl spent two years in the South Pacific. Earl
and Audrey Bedsted ’39 had just celebrated their 71st
wedding anniversary. Earl is survived by his wife, two
sons, three grandchildren, six great-grandchildren,
and numerous nieces and nephews.
Marlin Elwood ‘Si’ Sibell ’45, Monument, Colorado,
passed away in December 2018. Si was born and raised
in Osakis. He later attended WCSA, where he learned
blacksmithing. After graduation, Si went on to hold
a variety of jobs, including cattle ranching, resort
caretaking, and working for the forest service. He
joined the United States Army under selective service;
he was later ranked as a “Misplaced Civilian.” Si
returned to Minnesota and started working in
outdoor advertising, married, and moved his new
family to Arizona, where he made signs for Stuckey
Candies. Si traveled all over the west, eventually
moving his family to Colorado, where he opened his
own large sign business. He was a former Monument
mayor, volunteer firefighter, and avid storyteller. Si
loved to hunt and fish; he took hunting trips to Alaska
and Canada. He is survived by his wife, five children,
two sisters, brother, and many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
Lester C. Dehlin ’46, Alexandria, passed away
in September 2018. Lester was born and raised
in Graceville, where he was confirmed at Siloah
Lutheran Church. After earning his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in music, he married Ellen Ann
Christopherson. Lester was a lifelong music educator;
he taught music in various high schools for 35 years.
Lester enjoyed hunting, fishing, and fine music.
He was a member of the American Choral Directors
Association, Minnesota Music Educators Association,
and Society for the Preservation and Encouragement
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America. He is
survived by his five children, seven grandchildren, and
many nieces and nephews.
Lois Pischke ’47, Sauk Centre, passed away in
December 2018. Lois was born and raised on her
parent’s farm in West Union Township. After
attending WCSA for three years, she went to work
at Northwestern Bell as a telephone operator. After
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marrying and having children, Lois became a stay-athome mother. She enjoyed staying at their summer
cabin during the cold months and traveling to Arizona.
After retirement, Lois and her husband moved to Sauk
Centre and opened up an antique store. Lois was a
member of Our Lady of the Angels Catholic Church.
Her hobbies included reading, vegetable and flower
gardening, playing cards, sudoku, and estate sales.
She is survived by her husband, four children, nine
grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, brother and
sister, and many nieces and nephews.
Carmon Delwin Jackson ’49, Fergus Falls, passed
away in December 2018. Carmon was born and raised
on a farm near Rosholt, South Dakota. After attending
WCSA, Carmon joined the US Air Force, serving as
a member of the Air Force Security Service. Once
returned, Jackson attended multiple colleges, majoring
in theology, social work, and psychology, with a minor
in sociology. After college, he was employed as a social
worker, a director for the Big Stone County Social
Services Department, and a coordinator of services
at the Lake Region Hospital in Fergus Falls. In 1958
Carmon married Audrey Jackson ’50. Carmon was a
member of his church’s council, the American Cancer
Society Relay for Life, Fergus Falls noon Rotary,
and Benevolent Order of the Elks. He served on the
board of directors for Minnesota Assistant Homes
for Ageing, West Central Mental Health Center of
Willmar, Lake Region Rehab Industries, and more.
He enjoyed woodworking, fishing, and playing bridge.
He loved making people smile with his stories and
jokes. He is survived by his wife, son, daughter, sister,
five grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, and
many nieces and nephews.
Wayne H. Delp ’50, Hancock, passed away in
December 2018. Wayne was born and baptized in
Hancock, where he received schooling through eighth
grade. Every morning, Wayne would complete his
chores before going to school. As a teenager, Wayne
loved roller skating, playing cards, and eating chocolate
cake and pickles with his friends. After graduating
from WSCA in 1950, Wayne married and continued
running the family farm. He was a dedicated farmer,
raising hogs and dairy cows. Wayne was an active
member of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church and the
Farmer’s Union. He is survived by his wife, daughter,
three siblings, and many nieces and nephews.

Ervin Jerome Hagen ’50, Alexandria, passed away
in May 2018. Ervin was born at home in Swan Lake
Township and baptized at Nora Lutheran Church. He
attended country school and WCSA while farming.
While serving in the United States Army, Ervin was
stationed in Germany for two years, where he was
a member of the Company A 826 tank battalion;
he returned home to Cyrus after being honorably
discharged in 1961. Once home, Ervin married and
continued his dairy and grain farm. He and his wife
visited all 50 states and more than 15 foreign countries.
In his free time, Ervin enjoyed reading Louis L’Amour
books, playing whist, and taking care of his land and
cattle. He is survived by his wife, three children, five
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and siblings.
Merald Dean Thorstad ’50, Morris, passed away in
February 2019. Merald was born near Granite Falls
and raised in Morris. Following his graduation from
WCSA, he served in the US Army. Merald returned to
Morris to farm after being honorably discharged.
In 1956 he married Helen Madsen, and they raised
three children together in the Morris area. In 1969
Merald began working for the University of Minnesota,
taking care of livestock. After Helen passed away, he
remained on the family farm until his passing.
Merald was an avid tractor collector, welder, and card
player. He also cherished time spent with family.
He is survived by three children, one sister,
12 grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren, one sisterin-law, and one brother-in-law.
Arnold Zimmerman ’50, Marshall, passed away
in February 2019. Arnold was born and raised in
Wheaton. After attending WCSA, Arnold married
and had two daughters. He was drafted into the
Army, serving for two years, 18 months of which he
spent in Germany. After an honorable discharge, he
attended North Dakota State University and earned
his pharmacy degree. He later became owner of
Sward Kemp Drug. During his time in Marshall he
consolidated three other drug stores, creating A to Z
Mart Pharmacy. He remarried in 2011. Arnold was a
member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and a
hospice volunteer. He was an avid fisherman, hunter,
and collector of discontinued pharmacy merchandise.
Arnold is survived by his wife, two daughters, three
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, relatives,
friends, and many others.

Gerald A. Freberg ’51, Omaha, Nebraska, passed
away in February 2019. Gerald was born and raised on
his family farm near Hector. After graduating from
WCSA, he served in the Army in Fairbanks, Alaska.
After returning to Minnesota, Gerald married and
had three children. He moved his family to Colorado,
where he attended flight school. Later, they moved to
Omaha, where Gerald became a charter pilot and flight
instructor. He was an avid volunteer for AARP and
Homestead Exemption. Gerald and his wife enjoyed
traveling all around the world; they lived in Australia
for one year. He is survived by his wife, son, daughter,
grandchildren, and great-granddaughter.
Rodney Voss, husband of Ardyth Hardie ’53, Rosholt,
South Dakota, passed away in November 2017. Rodney
was a loyal church member and worker who loved the
land and devoted his life to farming. He is survived by
his wife of 63 years, three children, two grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren. Rodney was preceded in
death by grandson Adam Houghtaling.
Ronald W. Schoephoerster ’53, Wheaton, passed
away in January 2019. Ron was raised in Dawson and
baptized and confirmed at First Lutheran Church
in Canby. While attending WCSA, Ron farmed with
his parents. After graduating, he worked in a men’s
clothing store; he later worked for Otter Tail Power
Company. Ron served in the US Army for two years
before returning home and getting married. He was a
member of the Masonic Lodge and Zuhrah Shrine. He
spent 20 years serving on the Wheaton City Council
and 12 years on the Wheaton Hospital Board of
Directors. He is survived by his wife, three children,
and siblings.
Leo W. Riley ’54, Morris, passed away in December
2018. Leo was born and raised in Morris, where he
attended grade school and WCSA. After graduating,
Leo enlisted in the US Army and was stationed in
Okinawa. After Leo was honorably discharged, he
continued working on the farm. In 1975 he married
ReNata Riley ’57 and continued to farm and remove
snow. Leo was a member of the Assumption Catholic
Church and Morris American Legion. He enjoyed
playing cards, meeting friends at DeToy’s for coffee,
and spending time with his granddaughter. He is
survived by his wife, daughter, granddaughter, four
brothers, and many nieces and nephews.
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Eugene Sykora ’55, Scio, Oregon, passed away
in February 2019. Eugene was the oldest of seven
siblings born in Graceville. He was raised in Browns
Valley, where he was baptized and confirmed at Saint
Anthony’s Church. After graduating from WCSA,
Eugene served in the US Navy until 1958, when he was
honorably discharged. He next found a job in Oregon
as a prison guard and remained in that position for 20
years. In 1974 Eugene and Betty Rice married, and he
became the father to her three children. He enjoyed
spending his time on his hobby farm with his livestock
and family. He is survived by his two children, three
grandsons, three great-grandchildren, one greatgreat-grandchild, five siblings, one sister-in-law,
nieces, nephews, and friends.
Walter F. Gades ’56, Appleton, passed away in
November 2018. Walter was born and baptized in
Fairfield Township and raised in Holloway. After
attending WCSA, he joined the Minnesota National
Guard and was a member for 15 years. After marrying
Vonda Mae Sachs, Gades continued to be involved
with farming. He raised and showed his registered
spotted swine for more than 25 years and earned many
awards. Walter was involved in his community by being
a member and elder of Trinity Lutheran Church,
serving as president of the State Spotted Swine
Association and serving on the Swift County Board of
Commissioners. He enjoyed gardening, pruning his
fruit trees, and fishing. Walter is survived by his three
children, five grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and
many friends.
Keith G. Redfield ’56, Alexandria, passed away
in December 2018. Keith was born and raised in
Clinton. He attended WCSA for two years; after
graduating high school, he enrolled in the University
of Minnesota Morris. Keith later joined his family
farm and married. Once finished with his master of
arts and doctor of philosophy degrees at UMN Twin
Cities, he went on to serve as principal in multiple
schools; he went on to earn his doctorate in education
administration. In his spare time, Keith operated
a 40-acre hobby farm in Alexandria and was an
active member of his church. He was an exceptional
superintendent of schools in Truman and, later, for
Ortonville, Morris, Glenwood, and Atwater. After
remarrying, Keith traveled around the world, enjoying
retirement. He is survived by his wife, son, daughter,
and six grandchildren.
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Robert D. Weber ’56, Hazel Run, passed away in
November 2018. Robert was born, baptized, and raised
in Renville County, where he attended country school.
After attending WCSA, he served in the Navy during
the Korean War and was awarded the Good Conduct
Medal and National Defense Service Award. He also
wrestled in the Navy, almost qualifying for the Olympic
wrestling team. He later continued his education and
received many certifications involving electronics,
radio, and television. In 1960 he married Sandra
Marie Rupp; they had five children. Robert was a
plant engineer for more than 31 years and a
dedicated farmer. He was an incredibly generous
and caring man. He was a member of the Hazel
Run Lutheran Church and Granite Falls American
Legion Post 69. Robert is survived by his children,
22 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren, and many
other family and friends.
Kathryn Gunderson, wife of Alvin Gunderson ’57,
Princeton, passed away in February 2019. Kathryn was
born and raised in Windom. One year after graduating
from Windom High School, she married Alvin in her
hometown. Kathryn enjoyed dancing and listening
to country music. She also enjoyed her time spent
in Florida during the winters. She is survived by her
husband, three daughters, 11 grandchildren, six greatgrandchildren, and her brother.
Orville J Schefers ’58, Andover, passed away in
December 2013. Orville was born and raised in Roscoe
and proceeded to live in Saint Cloud. He proudly
served in the US Army Reserve. Orville was a retired
truck driver, avid fisherman, and country western and
polka dancer. He is survived by his wife, children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.
Dennis L. Danielson ’59, Jewett Lake, passed away
in November 2018. Dennis was born in Fergus Falls
and attended the country school in Akron Township.
After marrying, Danielson and his wife, Carolyn
Hovland, moved to Rothsay, where they stayed for
47 years. He served on the Akron Township Board
and was a member of the Fergus Falls Church of the
Nazarene. He is survived by his wife, three sons,
nine grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, three
brothers, nieces, nephews, and many friends.

WCSA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thomas Payne ’60, president
4564 368th Avenue
Montevideo, MN 56265-6436
320-841-0318
Keith Kvistero ’62, vice president
13035 Highway 40 Northwest
Milan, MN 56262-2408
320-734-4659
Michael Madsen ’62, treasurer
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary
1000 Park Avenue
Morris, MN 56267-1859
320-585-1935
LuWanna Foslien Hintermeister ’60
3234 Prairie Road NE
Carlos, MN 56319-8106
320-852-7115
Sherry Bergeland Johnson ’62
27 East Oaks Road
North Oaks, MN 55127-2527
612-709-9099
Loren Maahs ’56
23399 Highland Drive
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-8170
218-739-3530
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Kenwood Rund ’60
33103 160th Street
Battle Lake, MN 56515-9508
320-241-4603
Legislative Interface and
Fund Raising Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, MN 56309
218-747-2121
Alumni Garden Committee
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, chair
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-5814

PARKING AND FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE
On-campus parking is free of charge throughout the reunion.
Parking around the mall area near the Student Center will be
restricted to vehicles with accessible plates or permits (20 spots).
Complimentary golf-cart shuttle service will be provided from
the North Parking Lot to the Student Center. If you have special
transportation needs, please contact the Office of Alumni
Relations at alumni@morris.umn.edu or 320-589-6066.
LODGING INFORMATION
Morris Hotels
GrandStay Hotel and Suites 320-585-4000
Morris Grand Hotel (formerly Hotel 200) 320-589-3030
Morris Motel 320-589-1212
Super 8 Motel 320-589-8888

Blocks of rooms have been reserved at GrandStay and the Super 8 Motel in
Morris. Please request “WCSA Reunion” before July 12.
RV Parking
Free parking for self-contained recreational vehicles is
available in all campus parking lots—the East Parking Lot has
the most shade and is the largest, quietest area. No water or
electrical hookups.
RVs are welcome at Pomme de Terre Park on a firstcome, first-served basis. The cost is $15 per night without
electricity/$20 per night with electricity. Please register at the
registration stand in the park. Water, bathrooms, and water
hookups are available. Questions? Call 320-589-3141.
NOT BAD FOR A FARM KID
Over the years, I have said, and had it said to me, “You have
done very well for a farm kid.” But, we, who grew up on
farms, were successful not in spite of being farm kids, but
because we were farm kids. We learned to rise early, work hard
in the cold and the heat and the dirt and the dust and the
bugs and all else farmers and farm kids put up with in earlier
days. This was all brought to mind this past winter when we
had our reunion in Arizona. I looked over the attendees
and saw retired men and women extremely successful in the
professions they retired from. Most of us who attended the ag
school figured we’d be farmers, or farm wives, but many of us
could not be as an older brother or sister took over the farm,
or we married a non-farmer, or we just decided we wanted
another profession. And what we did was phenomenal,
whether it was farming or not. So, when someone says to you,
“You have done extremely well for a farm kid,” tell them it
was “Because I was a farm kid.”
—Ted Storck ’54
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2019 WCSA ALL-SCHOOL REUNION
FRIDAY, JULY 19
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS
The 2019 reunion speaker will be Janice Berg Arneson ’55. Janice
has given her time to help people in need in Pope County. We look
forward to welcoming her and many of you in July! Join us!
WCSA REUNION
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, July 19
11 a.m.
Registration Opens
Student Center, Oyate Hall
Noon
Brunch
Student Center, Oyate Hall
1 p.m.
Group Photo
Student Center, Oyate Hall
1:30 p.m.
Business Meeting
Student Center, Edson Auditorium
2:30 p.m.
Coffee and Cookies
Student Center, Edward J. and
Helen Jane Morrison Performing
Arts Center Grand Foyer
4 p.m.
Last call for golf cart rides to
North Parking Lot
At your leisure
Visit the WCSA Alumni Garden
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REUNION ANNOUNCEMENTS
Class of ’54 (Classes of ’53 and ’55 included)
Class of 1954 will celebrate its 65th reunion. It will have a
room reserved for the 65th annual reunion, and then a dinner
later at Old No. 1 in Morris. Dinner will be off the menu,
but Old No. 1 would like to have an idea of how many will
attend. We plan to send out letters shortly before the reunion
to solidify plans. Hope to see you at our 65th. We also invite
other classes, especially the Classes of 1953 and 1955, to join
us. For more information, please contact Ted Storck ’54 at
arizonated@cox.net
Class of 1959 (all classes included)
We, the class of 1959, will celebrate our 60th year since
graduating. We hope many of you will make an effort to attend
the reunion. Afterward, there will be tables reserved for our
class to continue visiting at Old No. 1 in Morris, after campus
activities. If anyone is hungry, you can order food from the
menu. For more information, please contact LaVonne
Dupree ’59 at 701-640-4991.
Classes of 1960/61
Members of the Classes of 1960/61 are invited to gather for
another annual evening of visiting and fun at Old No. 1 in
Morris following the All-School Reunion. You can order
dinner off the menu. The space reserved this year is on the
upper level in the tiled area. Several tables and booths will
be set aside for us. Alumni from other classes are welcome to
join as well. If you have any questions, please contact Patricia
Lesmeister Nelson at 612-599-1509.
If you would like to request a breakout room for your class
gathering at the reunion, contact Kaitlyn McBrady ’13, alumni
relations coordinator, at 320-589-6396.

2019 WCSA ALL-SCHOOL REUNION REGISTRATION
FRIDAY, JULY 19, 2019
If you plan to attend the reunion, please return the form below by Thursday, July 11, 2019. Please make checks payable to the University
of Minnesota Morris. If you do not plan to attend the reunion, please use this form to update your address or to make a gift.
Return this form with your check(s) and/or updated address information to: Office of Alumni Relations,

Welcome Center, 600 East Fourth Street, Morris, Minnesota 56267
Name(s) for nametag(s)										Class(es)
PERMANENT ADDRESS
Street

GIFT
I ¨ will
¨ will not
be attending the All-Classes Reunion, and I have enclosed a gift
(a separate check, please) for:

City
State

			

Zip

Phone
Email

WINTER ADDRESS (IF APPLICABLE)
Street
City
State

			

Zip

¨ WCSA AlumNEWS
		(#4634)

$

¨ Rural Students Scholarship
		(#5616)

$

¨ Herb Croom Endowed Scholarship
		 (given to WCSA and UMN Morris
		 legacy students) (#3910)

$

¨ The Johnson-Lisk Family Fund for
		 the EcoStation
		(#21163)

$

¨ West Central Research and Outreach Center $
		(#2094)

Phone
Email

2019 WCSA REUNION REGISTRATION
Registration Fee
$6 per person for reunion materials
and other miscellaneous costs. (Please enclose
$12 if you are bringing a guest.)
				
Registration Fee $
Noon Brunch*
$19 per person
($22 if not pre-registered by 7/11)
Please reserve ______ (quantity) meals
at $19 each.

¨ Charlie and Carol Berg Scholarship
		(#20565)

$

¨ WCSA Class of ’56 Scholarship
		(#5166)

$

¨ Other
			

$
Total Gift $

If your gift is (please check)
¨ in honor of a living person, or
$

¨ in memory of someone who has passed away,
please write his or her full name here:

Coffee and Cookies
				

NO CHARGE
Total Registration $
UM20UMMWCSAN

*If you have special dietary concerns, please contact Alumni
Relations at alumni@morris.umn.edu or 320-589-6066.

11

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE
PAID
MORRIS, MN
PERMIT NO. 123

Office of Alumni Relations
University of Minnesota Morris
Welcome Center
600 E 4th St
Morris, MN 56267-2134

Address Service Requested

Aggies put their name on a beloved campus landmark last fall by sponsoring a row of chairs in the newly
remodeled Edson Auditorium. Come take a look when you return to campus for reunion 2019!
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